l6o                   ALEXANDER OP JUGOSLAVIA

amnestied by Prince Paul very soon after the death of
the King,

It is, no doubt, vain to consider what might have
been; but if the King could have come to an understand-
ing with Machek the course of history would have been
changed. It would have been made clear that Pavelitch
had no backing in Croatia and that to raise an army of
independence on foreign soil was a waste of money on
the part of the Italians. The King would have been
able to stop the terrorism which was raging at the time,
and he would have averted his own doom. Italians,
Hungarians and Austrian legitimists derived much
encouragement from the coercion of Croatia.

But Alexander did not realize that. He dwelt in
a fool's paradise and even imagined that in 1932 Jugo-
slavia was stronger and that, with the new constitution,
the races were consolidated and presented a united
front. Marinkovitch, who was in ill health and too
old for his job, considered that Italy had been impressed
by what Alexander had achieved. The Italian Minister
in Belgrade, Signor Galli, seems to have played a double
part, assuring Marinkovitch that the move towards
Fascism on the part of Jugoslavia was highly acceptable
to Mussolini, but at the same time sending the Foreign
Minister in Rome exaggerated accounts of the spirit
of revolt in Jugoslavia.

Galli, by combining natural and artificial phenomena,
could present a picture of Jugoslavia on the brink of
revolution. He could report the continued boycott of
the government by the Croats; the discontent of the
Slovenes; disaffection of the leaders, Machek and
Koroshets. The dictatorship had even been deserted
by its strong man, Zhivkovitch. Possibly the army was
no longer staunch. Many Serbs had become critical.
Pribitchevitch had been forced into exile. Montenegro
was restive. These were the natural phenomena. Add
to them the list of outrages, the murders and bomb
explosions and the Italians could imagine that Jugo-